VII.

THE MONASTERY OF SUMELAS.
[PUBLISHED IN TEASER'S MAGAZINE,' FEBRUARY, 1871.]

NOTICE.

A sketch of travel, in which I have endeavoured all along to give
prominence to the pleasing rather than the implcasiiig, the comely
than the ungraceful. Here, as in the Fifth Essay, much that is topo-
graphical is superadded to personal delineation. Nor are the monks
themselves deprived of their due of human sympathy; nor is acknow-
ledgment wanting of their hospitality and other merits. But the
reader may in conclusion not inaptly ask, c If such be the best results
of orthodox Greek training, what are the average ones 1 what the
worse ?'

* IN concluding the history of this Greek State, we
enquire in vain for any benefit that it conferred on the
human race/ says Finlay, as he winds up the crime-
stained scroll of the Byzantine empire of Trebizond,
A severer sentence could hardly have been passed; yet
none perhaps has been ever more thoroughly borne out
by facts and memorials, in annal or in monument. Ori-
ginated, to borrow the same able historian's phrase
once more, in accident, continued in meanness, and
extinguished in dishonour, the Comnenian dynasty has
left on the Pontic coast but few enduring records, and
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